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Docket No. FVO3-925-1PR ..',~::.."::
Federal Reg1sterVot.70, NO. 106~;!:~o 30001
Grapes Grown in a Desig~~~~~".s~e8Stem California and ImjX)rted
Ta~ Grapes; prgposed cm~ ~~~~~ PerIod
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION ~~~~9r~'D CHANGE!
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Dear ~et Clerk:
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FEDERA.CION GREMIAL ~:i~(!!f~;~j",:i~ 'PRODUCTORES D~ FRUTAs -'~,~...,-". ' .
FEDEFRUT A opposes the aoove ~~ .~ In the eWedIve date Of Table
Grape Marketing Q'der 925 and the ~~k:Jn Tab~ Gra~ Import Regulation 4 that

wUl further res1rIct table grapes suppJled"'.fi'6iri'~.,,;,";',;:: ,.: , ,~",::,,:;, :;"', ..' ,
""'JJlC').\i,.'.~,~~;.: " , .

FEDEFRUTA Is an federation, ~~1ting growers of fresh ffuifs in Chiter
l1ctudlng ta~ grape growers. FEDEff3'.1r~~~ rOO:I~ produce and _hip 38 mitlk)n
boxes of table grapes to u,e 0-5. annually; rg~ting sPJX'OximateIy 700/0 of the total
table grape export ~ the U.S. .," .' , "

...~ ...'" .
; ". :.." ,r.1,"l~'\ 1:)'..",-':"':"'" ...

The proposed change In the ~nni~ .eff~ve date of Marketing Older 925
and Table Grape Import Regulation 4 ~ ,~I'2Q trJ April 1 will have a direct negative
Impact on our member growers. es~, ttae "itIho export t8bte gmpes In the Apnl1
to April 20~. Table grapes harv~.from April 1 through April 20 come from the
s.outhem regions -Region Me1r~lltane. and ~b\ VI, VII and VlIJ, Approximatety
1,800 table grape growers cultivate In 1hese ~ons, acc:ounting for approximately
11,630 hectares -24% of the tot8t area p~ 'Aith tab1e ~ In Chile. If the
Proposed Rule shoold be adopted, 7 ,~7 ,003 bo:xes of table grapes shipped from
these regIons to ti1e U.S. (a~e OVeJ: 1he laSt 1I'IT~ y(1Sr$) win be ~uded from the
U.S. supply, 8rMUnting to US$ 1 03,,419.~~~; " ,
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Furthermore, FEDEFRUTA ~ witf1i and inco~tes h~n by re~nce,
ti1e detaIled comments and supporting data submitted bY ASOex, tt\e Chilean
Exporters Assoc:Jation. Specifically, FEDEFR\JfA urges the agency to reject the

proposed Cf1snge fn the regulatory ~, ~se:

1 .Th8 p~(Mj Rule ~~i~~ ':~rkeung order standeJds on Chilean
supplies when no dt;)i~', ~Uos are avsikliM, and therefore
constibrtes a non..tariff ~~ ,@tJ8IY to tt1e k!rms of wro Agreemen18
and thE. U.S.-ChlJe Free~~~M-reelMnt.

2. 'rlle Proposed Rule a~~i:s:'mPootion fees starting April 1 when no
domestic $UPPOOs ar& 'b&'fi9 'SO "c't1arged, and thefet1'l vk>tates Ai'tide III

and ArtkJeVilt ofGATr,~~:~.,: :.." , , '
3. The P~ed Rule doe:s:~~~"~~h any evidence of circumvention by

Ch1lean table grape$ St~ 'ti) "wanant the rxoposed d\ange.
4. nte cha~ In date ~~( '20 to April 1 wII create an ar1ificlaJ

shortage of ~ble g~. ~;~ 1$ no ottter comm~Hy signifk:ant
and ~~ suppty trant,' :::r~~ Other than Chile.

S. The Chi... grapes ~~' from Apm 1 to the ear1Je9t com~1Ysign1ftc:ant suppRes d ,.,.," ..,.~, .'f'rOfn CoecheJia Valley In California meet

mar'ketiktg SpedficatblS ~ r-.n d\3lna that ere rnc.'e stringent in
~ respects than the n'iiiketiig' order reqwrements.

6. nJe prt~ d18nge c::8fi~'De wildly based on a 20 year~ aurvey of

7. ~ =-~:~r~:;; ~-~ ~ jusUned under ttIe ~ es~~
by the AMAA for a ttJa"'~'" i1.1fJ8 beginning e~ date of ~rketing
Order 925 or the ~Y1>i:~;) T~ Gm~ Jm(X)rt RegulBtk)n 4 In view of
the ~ prk;es ~ef,:j:bY '~)8Chelta Valk!y g~ in the last t\\O
Se88On5. ",'. ,~,\,; ",'7,,"'.. '

FEDEFRUTA men'IOOrs ~,:,~~~ij~.,tial captaJ Investment over 6me to
produce and supply quanty table ~ ~ida. The prCtpoged cha~ In the
effective beginning dam wig crea1e a',;~~ 6u5incss risk 10 out member .9~
because of 1he urx;:ertainty and the tDst'i~"in tt1e transpor181ion of the fruit Wesf1ongly urge USDA 10 mjQ(i the Pt'O~ 'RiI'Ie. '
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